
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

 

Joy Bara –President 

   Chem-Trend (734) 740-8146 

   JBara@chemtrend.com 

 

Margi Pawlowski –  Vice President 

    Trelleborg Automotive (269) 639-4381 

    Margaret.pawlowski@trelleborg.com 

 

Brian Barkes - Secretary 

      Solvay Solexis (269) 655-0250   

      Brian.barkes@solvay.com 

 

Lorraine Barnard - Treasurer 

    Michigan Rubber (231) 775-1316 x 314 

     lbarnard@michigan-rubber.com  

 

DIRECTORS 

 

Leo C. Goss Jr. - Area Director ACS, Rub. Div. 

   Rhein Chemie – (440) 279-2381 

   leo.goss@rheinchemie.com 

 

Nate Wittkamp - Ferris State Student Rep. 

   Contact Phone: (231) 206-4241 

    wittkan@ferris.edu 

   Ferris State Rubber Group - (231) 591-2640 

   Ferris State University, College of Technology 

   NEC Room 211, Big Rapids, Michigan  49307 

    

Rick Davies  – Supplier Director  

   Gold Key Inc – (309) 235-2321 

   rick.davies@goldkey-us.com 

 

Dave Warren   – Supplier Director /Historian 

    Flow Polymers – (419) 788-1138 

    dwarren@flowpolymers.com 

    

Mike Morrow – Seminar / Publicity 

   MBG Associates LLC-(517) 339-0812 

   mrmorrow@mbgassociates.net 

 

Chris Whitney - Membership 

   RE Carroll, Inc. – (609) 695-6211 

   Chrisw@recarroll.com 

 

CHAIRPERSONS 

 

Charles Lenk – Past President  

    Laur Silicone - (989) 435-7400       
    cdlenk@laursilicone.com  

 

Steve Radvansky - Arrangements / Reservations 

   Flexfab - (269) 945-3533 Ext. 278 

   sradvans@flexfab.com 

 

Rick Permoda –Coho Derby Chairman 

   Eastern Oil Company – (800) 550-3645 

   rpermoda@easternoil.com 

 

Jon Nienaber- Education / Audit 

Rhein Chemie – (440) 279-1285 

jon.nienaber@rheinchemie.com 

 

Carl Gustafson – Golf Chairman 

   Biltrite Industries – (330) 829-9355 

    cgustafson@biltriteindustries.com 

 

Jon Lytle – Golf  Co-Chairman 

   Chem-Trend – (616) 581-5873 

    Jlytle@chemtrend.com 

 

Pete Fellows - Resident Agent 

   Vail Rubber Works, Inc. - (269) 983-1595 

   pfellows@vailrubber.com 

 

 

MEETINGS 

 

   January 14, 2009,  Board Meeting , Lansing 

   March 18, 2009,  Technical Program in G.R. 

   May 28, 2009,  Fish/Golf Outing, Grand Haven 

   September 9, 2009, Technical Program, Big Rapids 

   November 4, 2009, Technical Program at FSU  

 

 

 

 

Subject: Ferris State University Internships 

 

As we are all aware the economy in Michigan has significantly weakened in the past 

year and the students in the rubber program at Ferris State are having a difficult time 

trying to find internship locations. 

 

The lack of internship locations is particularly distressing to underclassmen in the 

rubber program, primarily first year internship students, who are required to have an 

internship to progress in the degree program. 

 

We, on the West Michigan Rubber Group board, are asking for your help in placing 

these students in internship positions this summer. If your company or a company 

you know is capable of hosting a Ferris State rubber program intern we would 

greatly appreciate your assistance. 

 

During the first internship the University expects exposure to the industry; ultimately 

they hope the student gains enough insight to confirm that they are in the correct 

major. The ideal situation would have a student rotate through all aspects of a rubber 

company and gain an understanding of what each function does. However, operator 

and material handler are job functions that are deemed acceptable during the first 

internship. 

 

The student’s have become much more creative in their approach in finding 

internships this year and we ask that you do the same. Please try and find a spot for a 

current freshman/sophomore student. Minimum wage pay and/or part time are fine; 

however the students are required to have about 400 hrs over the course of the 

summer to satisfy the internship requirements. 

 

Again, if you feel you may be able to find a spot within your company or know of a 

company that might be willing to host an intern please contact Jill Gregory 

(gregorji@ferris.edu ) or call the Plastics and Rubber department office, (231) 591-

2640. 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

The West Michigan Rubber Group Board 
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